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When I first acquired a specimen of Neoregelia 'Empress Variegata' (figure 1) from Bill Baker of California Gardens, I had some doubt as to whether Bill had the correct label on the plant. As a young offset, the plant's form is not that of a typical Neoregelia. In fact, with it's narrow, arching foliage it looked more like an Aechmea than a Neoregelia, but a Neoregelia it did turn out to be. This is one of my favorite bromeliads. Many bromeliads displaying red foliage markings tend to lose that color during the darker days of winter, but not this one. It stands out in a greenhouse at any time, but particularly so in the winter when many other bromeliad colors have faded while waiting the return of brighter light and longer days. This is a variegated form of Neoregelia  'Empress', a cultivar of unknown parentage that was part of Mulford Foster's collection. It probably appeared sometime during the seventies. The variegated form was developed in the Bert Foster greenhouses in 1979.
Butcher’s note Mar 2015. Still being grown in collections in Australia but a problem still exists. Neo ‘Empress’ was never been registered by its originator or his son Bert. The BCR 1998 says albomarginated but I would tend to believe that the original was without variegation but sported the variegation which was unstable being either albomarginated or variegated.  The non-variegated form having been selected out! We will never know! 
